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CoastAdapt
coastadapt.com.au

A national online platform for adaptation 
information and guidance for coastal managers

Designed for local governments
Useful for SMEs, NGOs, community groups, 
community, (newly elected councillors)
  
Australian Government funded 
• 2014-2017:  $4.5M development and launch
• 2023-2024:  $800k update and refresh



To be useful and used CoastAdapt must be:

– Relevant: address the needs of users at the time
– Accessible: easy to navigate, easy to read, interpret, apply
– Credible: 

• is transparent, trusted sources, up-to-date 
• includes current regulatory/ legal frameworks
• integrates/demarcates with similar sources 
• has longevity



4 
CoastAdapt



SLR and you







Infographics
Impacts on sectorsExplainers

Case studies



What has changed since CoastAdapt1.0?
• Grand narrative around climate change

– Yet still patchy awareness of adaptation

• Experience of climate impacts (compounding, cascading, colliding)

• Increased scope & sophistication of users and data, topics
• Changing consultation 

– Interest, tolerance, 
– Quality (of engagement more broadly)

• New NGOs
– Positive Change for Marine Life (international)
– Ozfish (national)
– Revive the Northern Rivers (local)



What coastal decision makers want for 2.0
• (supportive adaptation environment)
• Update of everything already on CoastAdapt1.0
• More about planning & doing:

– Business cases – scope, fund, partner, monitor
– Evidence of what works

• Less text, more interactive
• More linkages/ consideration of compounding, 

cascading risks
– Coping with bushfire while recovering from flood, COVID19
– Housing crisis vs sterilising/building on high-risk areas
– Disasters and their impacts

• More consideration of interfaces - estuaries, 
catchments, ICOLLs, sediment



• New topics:
– Indigenous engagement, cultural heritage & protection 

– how to do it meaningfully?
– Nature-based solutions/living shorelines - how to do it, 

does it work?
– Blue carbon – how to do it, does it work?
– Climate justice – how to ensure adaptation is fair?

• Deeper dives:
– Data – where, what, how to use when
– Communication, consultation & engagement 

through living labs, codesign, human-centred design
– Creative coasts – helping elicit coastal values, 

explore past and future coasts
– Volunteers – who/where the bloody hell are they?



What else?
• Where do you get coastal information? 

• What else ‘coastal’ do you grapple with?

• Can you share a snapshot or case study?

• Do you often need to print web content?



I’m here to listen

Anne.Leitch@griffith.edu.au


	CoastAdapt refresh�Updating the national coastal decision support platform
	CoastAdapt�coastadapt.com.au
	To be useful and used CoastAdapt must be:
	Slide Number 4
	SLR and you
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Infographics
	What has changed since CoastAdapt1.0?
	What coastal decision makers want for 2.0
	Slide Number 11
	What else?
	I’m here to listen

